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PREFACE 


Sister Catherine, MICM (Catherine Goddard Clarke, co- 
foundress of the Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary) 
ended her little book, Gate of Heaven, with this sobering obser- 


— Whocan join the Third Order? vation on the state of the Church and the world at that time: 
— What are the steps of advancement in 
_ ee ie Gisadeder Retin: The Faith passed from the J ews to the Gentiles. It passed 
in the Third Order, or as a Volunteer? from the East tothe West. It built the civilization in which 
— What devotional practices are required of we live. The East became atrophied by schism; the West 
all Crusade members? sundered by sects. Nations grew selfish; men cold, then 
= pa tbe ie : ve Crusade carry with it any selfish. Fear entered the world — with the revolt of Luther 
— craven, cowardly fear,removed from the holy, sanity- 
Part Five - CONCLUDING QUESTIONS _page 35 neue On eo 
: — Is the Order, The Slaves of the Immaculate 
' Heart of Mary, a valid Order in the Church? Fear bred compromise. “Live and let live; we have to get 
| — Why, and to what extent do you require obedience along; never discuss religion; never tell the whole truth; let 
_ ] ieee ks 6s eases ' eee people alone,” were the passwords of compromise. No 
spokesmen or representatives? matter that God be not glorified, nor Christ blazingly 
~ Can Secular Priests join the Crusade? preached. Man must get along. 
— Can membership in the Crusade, or the Third Order, 
| ever be terminated? God was given a place and a time. The place was a parish 
: : church; the time was an hour, on a day — Sunday. The 
A Closing Message from Brother Francis page 39 Blessed Sacrament became less and vee the Bread a Life 


| for all men, and Mary less and less the Queen Mother of 
men’s hearts. A new heresy was slipping in through the fog 
in men’s minds. 


And so, almost two thousand years after the death of Jesus, 
but one-sixth of the world is Catholic; but one-sixth con- 
fesses the true Faith of Christ. And of that one-sixth, only 
a very, very small portion believes that the death of Jesus, 
the Church He established, the Mother He gave us, and 
His own Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Blessed 
Sacrament of His Love, are necessary for salvation. 


Queen of Angels, Gate of Heaven, Little Mother be- 
neath the Cross, we know your heartbreak. 


That was 1951. Today, in 1990, the situation is far worse. The 
new heresy of Liberalism/Modernism is solidly entrenched 
within the Church and has brought forth its bad fruit — a 
catastrophic loss of faith. But now, after forty years of fighting 
for survival, the Crusade of Saint Benedict Center is finally 
able to launch a counter-offensive, long overdue. 


This handbook is intended to provide the reader with a good 
understanding of what our Crusade is, how it came to be, and 
why it is so important. We ask him, or her, to read it carefully 
— and prayerfully — and then to come and join us in this 
tremendous and holy undertaking. 


Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us that we may heal that break in 
your Immaculate Heart! 


The Crusade of Saint Benedict Center 


A Comprehensive Handbook in 
Question and Answer Form 


| PART ONE — HISTORY | 


We begin our historical account of the Crusade of Saint Benedict 
Center by reprinting the opening paragraphs of our mono- 
graph entitled Architects of Confusion which was published on 
the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima, May 13, 1975. As you read 
what follows, remember — this was written fifteen years ago: 


Architects of Confusion 


Father “Feeney’s undoing was his hard-line reading of 
the formula . . . that ‘outside the church there is no 
salvation.’ . . .In the years since Feeney’s excommuni- 
cation, Catholicism has grown remarkably tolerant of 
far-left theologies ....”” 
(Time, Oct. 14, 1974.) 


Ina fleeting phrase last fall, Tim e magazine brushed lightly 
over a fact which is of major importance, considering the 
waning state of the Church in the world today. While the 
Catholic Faith cannot change, subversive elements finding 
their way into the Church can certainly wreak havoc with 
traditional teachings. And, while it is obvious that the 
hierarchy is now “remarkably tolerant of far-left theolo- 
gies,” the significance of Time’s report lies in the fact that 
this situation increased rapidly since Father Feeney’s al- 
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leged excommunication in 1953. Indeed, as we shall show, 
this censure against Father was a requisite to the Church’s 
present disjointed condition. 


At the Fourth World Synod of Bishops which convened in 
Rome in October, 1974, Pope Paul VI solemnly main- 
tained that “the Church is in difficulty,” and bishops from 
around the world proceeded to prove that dire assessment, 
Symptoms of the difficulty appeared in the very ideas 
offered as a remedy by the prelates of the Church. These 
ideas comprised a virtual litany of “far-left theologies.” 


For example, some prelates favored less direction from 
Rome and more freedom to govern at the local level. 
Others called for a radical “liberation theology” which 
preaches “political and economic salvation’ as basic to the 
salvation of souls. Still others took the approach that there 
is really no problem since the “salvific grace of God” is 
equally at work in the “other religions and benign philoso- 
phies of the world.” 


But the assembled bishops, having departed from the 
unifying perennial wisdom of the Church, were unable 
even to agree on a definition of the word “evangelization” 
— the very issue for which the Synod was convened. 


One Clear Voice 


Yet there was one exception. Heard above the din of the 
new Babel was the voice of the Scottish Bishop Gordon 
Gray, echoing the traditional and saving voice of the au- 
thentic Church. “I cannot view,” declared Bishop Gray, 
“the State of people outside the church with excessive op- 
timism, since only inthe Catholic Church can be found both 


fullness of truth and the means necessary to salvation .... 
It is not right to leave pagans to their good faith, nor to 
consider the other religions and the other churches as more 
or less equivalent to the Catholic Church.” 


Bishop Gray’s words, had they been heeded, could have 
been instrumental in restoring unity, sanity and an increase 
of faith to the world. The Bishop was simply voicing the 
foundational doctrine on salvation and, indeed, the one 
most relevant to the issue before the Synod. 


The Authentic Voice of the Church 


Here, then, is how the Church has seen fit to define the 
doctrine of salvation — the very point and purpose of our 
doctrinal Crusade — in three stages, making each pro- 
nouncement more definite and more emphatic than the 
one before it: 


Ex Cathedra: “There is but one universal Church of the 
faithful, outside of which no one at all can be saved. “(Pope 
Innocent III, Fourth Lateran Council, 1215.) 


Ex Cathedra: “We declare, say, define, and pronounce that 
it is absolutely necessary for the salvation of every human 
creature to be subject to the Roman Pontiff.” (Pope Boni- 
face VIII, the bull Unam Sanctam, 1302.) | 


Ex Cathedra: “The most Holy Roman Church firmly be- 
lieves, professes, and preaches that none of those existing 
outside the Catholic Church, not only pagans, but also Jews 
and heretics and schismatics, can have a share in life 
eternal; but that they will go into the eternal fire which was 
prepared for the devil and his angels, unless before death 
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they are joined with Her; and that so important is the unity 
of this ecclesiastical body that only those remaining within 
this unity can profit by the sacraments of the Church unto 
salvation, and they alone can receive an eternal recom- 
pense for their fasts, their almsgivings, their other works of 
Christian piety and the duties of a Christian soldier. No 
one, let his almsgiving be as great as it may, no one, even if 
he pour out his blood for the Name of Christ, can be saved, 
unless he remain within the bosom and the unity of the 


Catholic Church.” (Pope Eugene IV, the bull Cantate Domino, 
1441.) 


The doctrine we have just quoted in the infallible and most 
solemn words of the popes is binding upon the conscience 
of every Catholic. The bishops exist to defend dogmas. Yet, 
since it is evidently not an easy doctrine to hold and defend, 
especially in the giddy masonic euphoria which character- 
izes our period, very few people want to talk aboutit. Even 
more, there is strong evidence of the existence of an 
official, though never avowed, policy of suppressing it. This 
policy, we are convinced, is the major cause of the woes af- 
flicting the Church today. 


The Crusade of Saint Benedict Center was started to 
preserve and teach all the doctrines of the Church without 
compromise. Thus, a war began against this undeclared 
policy and all the forces behind it, in and out of the Church. 
We are still at war with this policy and with these forces. 


With that much as background, let us now consider questions 
which are often asked about our Crusade. 


6 


[Q| How did Saint Benedict Center begin? 


In 1940 a prominent Catholic laywoman, Catherine Goddard 
Clarke, sought the permission of the then-Archbishop of Boston, 
William Cardinal O’Connell, to establish an educational oasis 
of Catholic truth close to the renowned secular universities 
that dominated the area. The Cardinal readily agreed to the 
project, admonishing Mrs. Clarke to “teach the Faith without 
compromise.” So it was that Saint Benedict Center quietly 
came into existence that year at the intersection of Bow and 
Arrow Streets in Harvard Square, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 


The Center’s initial pur- 
pose was to provide reli- 
gious instruction for the 
Catholic students of the 
universities and, in keep- 
ing with the instructions 
of Cardinal O’Connell, its 
policy was to teach the 
authentic doctrines of the 
Church through the study 
of Holy Scripture, and the 
writings of the Fathers, . 
Doctors, and Saints of the Church. This program of studies 
achieved immediate success, filling the spiritual vacuum cre- 
ated by an obvious deficiency in the neighboring academic 
institutions. The Center was attended in large and growing 
numbers. 


Catherine Goddard Clarke 
(Sister Catherine) 


In 1942 the well-known and loved Jesuit priest, Father Leonard 
Feeney, became associated with the work of the Center, 
counseling students, lecturing, and eventually becoming — by 
general demand and by appointment from his superiors in the 
Society of Jesus and the Archdiocesan authorities — the Spiri- 
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tual Director of Saint Benedict 
Center. An author and poet in 
his own right, Father Feeney 
was hailed by his Jesuit Provin- 
cial as “... the greatest theolo- 
gian we have in the United States 
by far,” and he was also ac- 
claimed publicly as “America’s 
Chesterton.” Before long, 

Father was lecturing on Holy 
Scripture to a packed Center 
every Thursday evening, while 
Mrs. Clarke enjoyed equal 
success with her Monday eve- 
- | ning lectures on Church His- 
Young Father Feeney tory. 


Later in 1942, while on a research fellowship at Harvard 
University, Professor Fakhri Maluf of Lebanon visited the 
Center. Within a short time, Father Feeney asked Doctor 
Maluf to begin Tuesday evening lectureson philosophy 
and theology. These Tuesday evening lectures by Professor 
Maluf (now Brother Francis, MICM) have been presented 
right up to the present time. 


These three teachers formed abeautiful union which had 
a balance and blend that captured and inspired the hearts 
and minds of those who were studying their Catholic Faith 
at the Center. These three teachers were the founders of 
the Saint Benedict Center which ultimately took form as an 
educational institution devoted entirely to the teaching of 
the Faith — and all of its dogmas — without compromise. 


[Q] What is the Crusade of Saint Benedict Center? 


During the years that saw the conclusion of World War I and 
immediately thereafter, the influence of the Center continued 
to spread under the guiding hand of Father Feeney. His 
powerful messages were attracting not only students from the 
local academic institutions, but men and women fromall walks 
of life. Our hall was packed for all three lectures each week. 
Conversions among both young and old increased by the hun- 
dreds. And vocations were plentiful! The Center became dis- 
tinguished for the large number of men and women it directed 
into religious life. : 


The enthusiasm of those 
attending lectures at the 
Center clearly proved 
that the Faith is indeed 
a “sleeping giant” in the 
United States. We knew, 
therefore, that if we 
could present it to the 
American people in a 


simple, but holy man- oe 8 

ner — as did Saint Pat- Father Feeney and Fakhri 

rick in Ireland, Saint Maluf (Brother Francis) in 1946 
? 


Augustine of Canterbury in England, and Saint Boniface in 
Germany — it would be widely embraced. What a dramatic 
improvement would then follow at all levels and in all activities 
of society! We also knew that we had already established a 
pattern and a method which, given enough time, would make 
America a Catholic nation. We resolved to make this dream 
come true. Out of that initial resolve, and after a new and more 
urgent consideration was later added to it, was formed the 
Crusade of Saint Benedict Center. That “more urgent consid- 
eration” is the vital part of the answer to the next question. 
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Qf Who are The Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary? How 
~ are they related to the Crusade of Saint Benedict Center? 


During the balance of the 1940s, the growth of the influence of 
the Center continued unabated. As was inevitable, however, 
the simple Catholic affirmations being taught there began to 
clash with the atheistic trends of thought spawned at the 
universities in the vicinity — notably Harvard. Students — a 
number of them from influential families — began to defend 
the Faith in their classrooms and protest against teachings 
contrary to it. Some, especially those who had converted to Ca- 
tholicism through the Center, even went so far as to withdraw 
from their respective academic institutions. Predictably, such 
actions caused no small upset to both the universities and the 
families of many of those students. 


Despite the growing opposition and the odds it raised against 
us, the Center, now conscious of a mission, gradually became 
an institute of studies of intense interest to an ever-increasing 
nuinber of men and women who sought to be educated entirely 
by it. As the students studied the Catholic Faith more deeply, 
they began to realize that it was the displacement of one key 
dogma that had made possible the rise of Catholic liberalism. 
That dogma was “Extra ecclesiam nulla salus” — “Outside the 
Church there is no salvation.” 


So, in September, 1947, the Fall issue of From the Housetops, 
the publication of the Center, featured an article by Doctor 
Maluf entitled “Sentimental Theology” which stated in part: 


ve I know I am not wasting punches at a straw man. Sentimental 
thinking about religious matters is very much with us today. A great 
deal of what is being said by Catholics today sounds in very sharp 
contrast with the accent of the authentic voice of the Church, teaching, 
warning and defining. The sharp weapons of Christ are being blunted 
and the strong, virile doctrines of the Church are being put aside in a 
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conspiracy of silence... The Catholic Church does not proclaim the ex- 
clusive salvation of one race of people, but invites every man to the 
great joy of being united with Christ in the communion of Saints. The 
Catholic truth is not asad story for which we need to apologize; it is the 
proclamation of the greatest good news that could ever be told. No 
matter how sternly its message is phrased, it is still the one and only 
hope in the world. Only hope and security can afford to be severe. 
When we say that outside of the Church there is no salvation, we are 
also and at the same time announcing that inside the Church there is 
salvation. .. This is not a story which can be taught with the subdued 


and hesitant voice of sentimental theology. 


This and ensuing articles which pinpointed the basic error 
underlying the religious liberalism of the day caused a consid- 
erable stir. In the distance, the storm clouds were beginning to 
gather. 


The following month, October, 1947, Archbishop (later Cardi- 
nal) Richard J. Cushing of Boston, who himself had contrib- 
uted two articles to the “Housetops,” made an official visit to 
the Center, on which occasion he addressed a packed house, 
lavishing praise on the work of Father Feeney and his associ- 
ates. Citing the many conversions and, even more, the many 
religious vocations credited to Saint Benedict Center, the 
Archbishop declared no less than five times that the Center 
had the official sanction and gratitude of the Archdiocese. But 
plans were being made to change his mind for him. 


Throughout the following year, 1948, opposition to the Center 
continued to grow and become more vocal. As Father Denis 
Fahey had put it: “Satan wants men to forget that there is one 
irue religion.” Pressure was put on the Jesuits, therefore, to 
transfer Father Feeney out of the Archdiocese of Boston; 
pressure was put on the Archdiocese to stop the provocation 
of Harvard; and pressure was put on three professors at 
Boston College who were members of the Center to give up 

both the Church’s doctrine on salvation and their support of 
Father Feeney in upholding it. Then suddenly, to our great 
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dismay, we found in league with the opposition those whose 
office and duty it was to protect us — Archbishop Cushing and 
his then-auxiliary Bishop John Wright (later Cardinal Wright, 
Prefect of the Congregation for the Clergy, now deceased). 


It was in this climate of increasing persecution that Saint 
Benedict Center became a new religious congregation in the 
Church. Sister Catherine described our feelings in these words: 


“We were beginning to realize the character of the battle 
before us, not only for the preservation of the sacred dogmas 
of the Church, but actually for their restoration. It was to 
prepare ourselves by prayer and discipline, and to secure 
graces enough to enable us to face such a battle, that we 
became a religious order.” (Gate of Heaven.) 


The date of this important development was January 17, 1949. 
We took as our name “The Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary” (Mancipia Immaculati Cordis Mariae). All of us — and 
at that time, with the exception of Father Feeney, we were all 
lay members of the Center — all ofus bound ourselves bya vow 
to a crusade to preserve and defend — and where necessary, 


The Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
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restore — all of the truths of our Holy Faith, especially those 
which were most unpopular. 


It should be clear, then, that The Slaves of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary and the Crusade of Saint Benedict Center are 
one and the same thing. To bea Crusade is the principalreason 
for the existence of the Order. 


That “more urgent consideration” which prompted our for- 
mation was the by-now-firm conviction that the key dogma of 
the Church — Extra ecclesiam null salus — was being deliber- 
ately suppressed by liberal/modernist heretics within the Church. 


!Q| Whatwere the ultimate consequences of the cooperation of 
= Archbishop Cushing and Bishop Wright with the forces 
who opposed the Center? 


Father Feeney continued to teach and preach, without any 
compromise whatsoever, what the Church has always taught: 
Outside the Church there is absolutely no salvation. 


In April of 1949, three months after the formation of our 
Order, the doctrinal controversy exploded in a tidal wave of 
publicity which went around the world. The immediate occa- 
sion was the dismissal of four professors, who were associated 
with the Center, from Jesuit institutions in the Archdiocese of 
Boston. One of the persons dismissed was Doctor Malut, 
author of the article “Sentimental Theology.” Dismissal was 
made effective even before the termination of the academic 
year. 


The President of Boston College, Very Reverend William L. 
Keleher, S.J., had this to say to the press, attempting to explain 
the unjust dissmissal of the four professors from the Jesuit 
institution: 
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“They continued to speak in class and out of class on 
matters contrary to the traditional teachings of the Catho- 
lic Church, ideas leading to bigotry and intolerance.” 


On April 17, 1949, Father Feeney made a public statement 
defending the dismissed professors. The next day, without 
previous notice or hearing, Archbishop Cushing issued through 
the public press a statement suspending Father and placing the 
Center under interdict. These measures were termed “uncan- 
onical” by Father and appealed in suspensivo to the authorities 
in Rome. 


Having thus placated the enemies of God at Harvard, the 
Archbishop went on to scandalize the entire Catholic world by 
declaring publicly: 


“No salvation outside the Church? Nonsense!” 


In October, 1949, Father Feeney was dismissed from the Jesuit 
Order because of “your doctrine,” as his Provincial admitted 
to him in an unguarded moment. To conceal their own infidel- 
ity to the dogma, the Jesuits trumped-up a charge of “disobe- 
dience” against him and presented that to the world as the 
cause of the dismissal. 


Then, in February, 1953, Father was “excommunicated” for 
“grave disobedience of Church Authority” by a decree of the 
Holy Office which bore the signature of no such “Church 
Authority” — it was merely notarized by one Marius Crovini, 
whoever he was. No legitimate Church official took responsibil- 
ity for the action! 


Father had been ordered to Rome for a “hearing” on his 
“teaching and conduct.” He rightfully refused to go until the 
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Holy Office would give home a statement of the charges 
preferred against him, as is required by Church law. The 
Modernists in the Holy Office repeatedly refused to issue such 
a statement. They would not go on record naming “doctrine” 
as the issue, for that would make them vulnerable to an 
aggressive defense by Father and the ultimate judgment of 
history. They were determined to keep the controversy on the 
“disciplinary” level and, unfortunately, were successful in doing 
do. But, by Church law, any ecclesiastical penalties, such as 
excommunication, imposed without stating the charges, are 
void. 


This fraudulent “excommunication” occurred in 1953. ‘Twenty 
years later, in 1973, it was lifted by a procedure just as fraudu- 
lent and uncanonical as was the imposition: Father was asked 
to recite the Athanasian Creed before clerical witnesses! The 
hypocrisy of the whole “excommunication of Father Feeney” 
affair was thereby made evident, for the Athanasian Creed 
clearly and unqualifiedly proclaims the dogma Extra ecciesiam 
nulla salus. 


Q| What is the present status of Saint Benedict Center? Why 
a new location in New Hampshire? 


After the Modernist Mafia in the Church had thoroughly 
humiliated Father Feeney by their disgraceful abuse of author- 
ity, Saint Benedict Center in Cambridge was isolated. The 
world and the Church treated us like a colony of lepers. There 
was not a bishop or priest any where who had courage enough 
to come to our defense publicly, lest he too be tarred with the 
same brush. 


So, we prayed, and we worked, and we studied. We preached 
to thousands on Boston Common every Sunday. We published 
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instructional books, pamphlets and periodicals about the Faith 
which we carried on foot to every corner of this nation and sold 
in order to support ourselves. 


In 1958, we left Cambridge and moved to Still River in the 
Town of Harvard, Massachusetts, about forty miles west of 
Boston. Sister Catherine died in 1968, and God called the aged 
and saintly Father Leo- 
nard Feeney to Himself 
in 1978. 


Where once there was one 
religious Order, bound by 
vow to the Crusade, there 
are now two “camps,” as 
it were. The larger camp 
consists of the Brothers 
and Sisters who, in 1973, 
were enticed into becom- 
ing Benedictines, taking 
most of the real property and buildings with them into the 
Benedictine Order. 


Father Leonard Feeney(1897-1978) 


The smaller camp is made up of the Brothers and Sisters who 
did not become Benedictines. Our group is in this camp, and 
with us is Brother Francis, the lone survivor of the three teach- 
ers who brought the dogma Extra ecclesiam nulla salus to the 
attention of the entire world. 


Having been unjustly dispossessed of our property in Still 
River, we have built new headquarters in Richmond, New 
Hampshire — a project which has been our major preoccupa- 
tion for over two years. Now that the first phase of this project 
has been completed, we are anxious to expand the Crusade 
dramatically. This handbook is the first step in that direction. 
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| Part Two — STRUCTURE i 


To facilitate an orderly expansion of the Crusade, we must first 
have an organizational plan which provides for the efficient 
administration of all offices and operational field units. 


On an adjoining page we graphically present such a plan ina 
simplified “Chart of Organization.” 


The upper portion of the chartidentifies the basic offices at our 
headquarters in Richmond, New Hampshire. Under the su- 
pervision of the President-Superior of the Order, the Prefect 
General will direct all activities of the Crusade in all provinces. 


Not shown on this simplified chart, but also located at head- 
quarters, will be additional offices for the all-important func- 
tions of the Saint Augustine Institute, a publishing depart- 
ment, circulation department, etc. As these offices are offi- 
cially activated and their responsibilities enumerated, all 
members of the Crusade will be advised. 


The lower portion of the chart shows the structure of a typical 
field province. 


Provinces will be formed when and as directed by the Presi- 
dent-Superior. Each province will be governed by a Provincial 
appointed by the Prefect General. 


As membership growth in a province creates the need, the 
Provincial, at his own discretion, may appoint Prefects of Mis- 
sions to assist him in maintaining a high degree of supervision 
over Crusade activities in the province. 


These activities will be generated by the two most important 
units in the entire Crusade: Missions and their Circles of Study. 
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The Crusade of Saint Benedict Center 


Chart of Organization 


President-Superior © 
MICM 


Headquarters 
| Section == 


First Order | Prefect General | Second Order 
ae ee u MICM, Tertiary : 


Field Chaplains } Provincial 


Saint Benedict 


MICM a Teta ‘a MICM, Tertiary (=| _ Center Mission : 


Prefect of Missions Prefect of Missions | 
MICM Tertiary § MICM Tertiary | 


9 Missions 
and 
9 SAI Circles © 


~ Each Mission will be led by an appointed Mission Director. 


— Each Saint Augustine Institute Circle of Study will be led by 
an appointed Circle Moderator. 


— This Chart shows the structure of just one Province, of which 
there will be many in the Crusade. 


MICM : 


Prefect of Missions 
MICM Tertiary | 


So} 


9 SAI Circles : : 


Q What is the function, and what are the activities of a 
= Mission? 


The Mission is the local action unit of the Crusade. Under the 
leadership of its appointed Mission Director, it plans, motivates 
and directs the actions of its members so as to better accom- 
plish the projects laid out for them by headquarters. ‘These 
projects are always aimed at the ultimate achievement of our 
permanent objectives: personal sanctification, conversions to 
the Faith, and restoration of doctrinal purity. 


Although God created us as individuals, He made the family 
the basic unit of Society. Although our Missions will be made 
up of individuals, we want to make families their basic unit, for 
a sanctified family is not only a group of sanctified individuals, 
it is a more formidable and more enduring enemy of the 
enemies of God, and a more powerful friend of Christian 
Society. 


Therefore, we urge that Missions be built upon families, and be 
not-too-large in numbers of individuals. We think in terms of 
two or three families per Mission; ten, twelve or fifteen indi- 
viduals. It is far more productive to supervise the activities of 
a small group thana large one. But we are not laying down firm 
rules here; we are merely giving general advice. In any event, 
local circumstances — size of families, size of meeting facility, 
availability of an effective leader, etc. — will be the final 
determining factors. And we certainly do not mean to imply 
that single adults are not wanted. On the contrary! Not only did 
they all come from families whose members are prospects for 
recruiting, but they most likely will have their own families in 
the future. 


We suggest that Missions conduct regular meetings at least 
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once a month. When we discuss the Circles of Study below, we 
will recommend that they meet every week. If such a schedule 
seems too difficult, our members should simply do the best 
they can while keeping in mind our final goal — the salvation 
of souls. 


The activities of our Missions are determined by the projects 
prescribed for them by the leadership of the Crusade at 
headquarters, and communicated to the field prefects in all 
provinces by the Prefect General. Here are examples of some 
of our projects: 
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True Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary — En- 
courage, and spread far and wide, this spiritual devotion 
to Our Lady according to the method of Saint Louis 
Marie de Montfort. Give guidance to individuals and 
families on how to prepare themselves properly for the 
Act of Consecration; make arrangements for the day of 
consecration so that they make it in a solemn manner; 
then lend all possible assistance to help them live it 
thereafter. 


Recruiting for the Crusade — Constantly encourage friends, 
relatives and acquaintances — Catholics andnon-Catho- 
lics — to enroll in the Saint Augustine Institute Circle of 
Studies sponsored by the Mission. Out of these Circles 
will come a steady stream of conversions to the Faith, and 
new members for the Crusade and the Third Order. 


Distribution of our publications — Our magazine, From 
the Housetops, should be in every Catholic home in the 
English-speaking world; Sister Catherine’s Gate of Heaven 
should be read by every thinking Catholic in America; 
Father Feeney’s Bread of Life should be read by every 
priest and bishop who loves the Church. These, and other 


publications to become available, need much greater dis- 
tribution. Members of the Crusade are asked to help us 
increase the circulation of all of our publications. 


Catechism Classes — The need for solid training of the 
young in the essentials of the Faith is over-whelmingly 
evident in the casual “so what!” attitude of most of the 
teenage Catholics of today. Here is solid evidence of how 
“Catholic” schools have betrayed parents. Our Missions 
can arrange for regularly-scheduled catechism classes 
for young people of all ages. 


Transcribing Tapes — In the tape recordings of the hun- 
dreds of lectures given at the Center over the past many 
years, there is more than just a “wealth” of knowledge 
about the Faith — there is a veritable “fortune.” To get 
wider distribution of this information and at lower cost, 
we plan to put all of these lectures into print, eventually. 
We ask our members everywhere to volunteer to tran- 
scribe the tapes for us. 


“The Father Feeney Update’ — This is the name of our 
radio program broadcast every Saturday morning on 
station WROL in Boston. It features Brother Francis and 
host Pat Romano, with other guests on occasion. The 
subject matter is always timely and concerns the state of 
the Church today in the light of the Father Feeney con- 
troversy of the 1940s. We ask our members — those who 
can afford to do so — to sponsor this program on their 
local radio stations. 


Rosary and Scapular Makers — Hardly a week goes by 
that does not bring us in the mail a request for Rosaries 
and/or Brown Scapulars. Most of these requests come 
from needy Catholics in India or Africa. We want to help 
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them more than we have been able to in the past. So we 
ask our members to help us make these powerful sacra- 
mentals more available. 


Letter-writing — Every Catholic has the right to let his 
superiors in the Church know how he feels about any 
given matter. On occasion, we will encourage our mem- 
bers to use that right in a Crusade-wide campaign to 
accomplish some worthy and honorable objective. 


Support for worthy Catholic publications and enterprises 
— Inthe United States, and throughout the world for that 
matter, there are many excellent Catholic newspapers, 
magazines, and assorted enterprises which are deserving 
of increased support. Despite the fact that only a few of 
them would give public support to the Crusade of Saint 
Benedict Center at the present time, the reliable news 
they print, the good Catholic articles and editorials they 
usually publish, and the invaluable services which they 
render to the Church in the area of Catholic erudition — 
all of these fine efforts merit our appreciation and en- 
dorsement. From time to time we will suggest to our 
members specific publications and enterprises which 
they may wish to support. 


Adoption and support of Missions of the Crusade in foreign 
countries — Inthe future we are going to receive requests 
for permission to start Missions in foreign lands — par- 
ticularly Africa and India. We heartily welcome this, but 
foresee a problem: they will not be able to support 
themselves by contributing to the cost of the items we will 
want to send them. This could become a burden too large 
for us to handle. Therefore, when we are actually con- 
fronted with the problem, we will ask that Missions in the 
more prosperous nations consider “adopting” these less- 


fortunate Missions by supplying their needs. And there 
willbe an even greater benefit to all concerned, and to the 
Church, arising from this adoption procedure: the inevi- 
table correspondence between the parent Mission and 
its “child” will serve to strengthen these newly-converted 
Catholics against the heresies of their local liberal Catho- 
lic “friends.” 


Even in this sampling of projects which our Missions can 
undertake, there is a variety broad-enough to allow every 
member to select ways of participating in the Crusade that suit 
his own talents and disposition. 


The priority and timeliness of projects will be determined at 
headquarters and transmitted to all field prefects via periodic 
bulletins from the Prefect General. 


What is the function, and what are the activities of the 
Saint Augustine Institute Circles of Study? 


Circles of Study are the dynamic engines of Missions and, 
indeed, of the whole Crusade. Most Catholics today were 
poorly trained in the Faith: they know little ofits history, donot 
understand its doctrines, and cannot defend it. And there are 
many non-Catholics of good will who are just waiting for the 
Faith to be presented to them. This, then, is the function of our 
Circles: to teach the Faith — the timeless, unchanging truths of 
the Faith — as it was taught by the Apostles, then handed down 
to us by the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, and solemnly 
defined by Popes and Councils, over the past twenty centuries. 


Circles of Study should conduct weekly sessions. The courses 
they present should conform to the curriculum prepared by 
the Rector of the Saint Augustine Institute of Catholic Studies. 
This curriculum is available in a separate publication. 


Each Circle will be guided by a Circle Moderator who may also 
be the Mission Director. 


Q| What is the function, and what are the activities of the 
=! Saint Benedict Center Mission? 


The Saint Benedict Center Mission is, in reality, a world-wide 
category of members who, for one reason or another, cannot 
be assigned to a local Mission. If they reside within an existing 
province, their immediate prefect is the Provincial; otherwise, 
the Prefect General at headquarters. 


Assignment to the Saint Benedict Center Mission is usually 
temporary until future assignment to a local Mission. 


Members in the “SBC” Mission are asked to participate in 
Crusadeprojects, as prescribed forlocal Missions, tothe best of 
their individual abilities. They may enroll in the St. Augustine 
Institute as individuals until a Circle becomes available. 


| Part Three — OBJECTIVES _ || 


Q| What are the objectives of the Crusade of Saint Benedict 
=! Center? 


The Crusade has three distinct objectives: 


A. Individuals/Families — We seek the personal sanctifica- 
tion (holiness) of every member of the Crusade, and as 
many other people as we can possibly influence. This 
objective is a reflection of the spirit of Father Feeney 
whose principal concern was always the salvation of souls. 
It is also a determined effort on our part to persuade 
people everywhere to respond positively to the requests of 


24 


Our Lady of Fatima that men reform their lives. (As every 
Catholic should know by this time, unless these requests of 
Our Lady are heeded — and soon — dire consequences 
will befall the world in the very near future.) This is a very 
urgent objective, and one which we shall pursue constantly 
with all of our strength. 


This process of sanctification begins with the Act of Conse- 
cration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary according to the 
method of Saint Louis Marie de Montfort, which is re- 
quired of everyone who applies for membership in the 
Crusade, The living of the consecration is then nurtured 
and encouraged by the active participation of the individ- 
ual in the work of a Mission, and an annual renewal of the 
Act itself. 


Sanctification of individuals naturally leads to sanctifica- 
tion of families, and holy families are prime prospects for 
recruiting by Missions and Saint Augustine Institute Circles 
of Study. 


. Nations — The last will and testament of Our Lord Jesus 


Christ, just before He ascended back into heaven, is given 
to us by Saint Mark in these words: “Go ye into the whole 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that be- 
lieveth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that believeth 
not shall be condemned.” Saint Matthew describes the 
same scene as follows: “All power is given to me in heaven 
and in earth. Going, therefore, teach ye all nations; baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Ghost. Teaching them to observe all things what- 
soever I have commanded you: and behold I am with you 
all days, even to the consummation of the world.” 


That seemingly impossible assignment was given, by Our 
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Lord, to what was then the whole Church — about one 
hundred and twenty Jewish disciples. After Pentecost, the 
twelve Apostles divided the known world into twelve parts 
and drew lots to determine who would go where. In due 
time, that small group of simple, but inspired men accom- 
plished the impossible, with the help of God. 


The command of Christ is the marching order for the 
Church for all time. It applies today — to all Catholics — 
just as it did on the day of the Ascension. The one-sixth of 
the world that is Catholic has the duty to teach the Faith to 
the still unconverted five-sixths. Considering that, today, 
the message of Jesus Christ must be totally unknown to 
almost all of the many millions of souls who live in Commu- 
nist China, India and Africa, it seems like another impos- 
sible assignment. But again God will help. The Fatima 
prayer, added to the Rosary after each decade — at the 
request of Our Lady — implies as much. We ask Jesus to 
“ead all souls to heaven, especially those who are in most 
need of Thy Mercy.” Who, we ask, are more in need of the 
Mercy of God than those who have never even heard His 
message? 


So, we will do our part, each in his own country, by present- 
ing the Faith to our fellow countrymen, while, at the same 
time, imploring Our Lord — every time we, and they, pray 
the Rosary — to lead to heaven the millions we cannot 
reach. He will do it, if enough of us keep begging Him! 


. The Church — The most immediate and most urgent 


objective of the Crusade concerns the Church herself. We 
seek to launch an effective counter-attack against the 
Liberal/Modernist heresy within the Church, and all of 
those who espouse it. By focusing their attack on that key 
dogma which defines the very essence of the Church as the 


one and only path to salvation which God has ordained, 
these heretics have reduced the Church to a frightening 
State. 


By educational means — teaching the beautiful truths of 
the Faith as they were always taught before the heresy took 
hold — we will slow down, stop, then reverse their attack, 
and eventually either convert the heretics or oblige them to 
leave the Church. 


We will not have a decent chance of accomplishing objec- 
tive B — the conversion of nations — until the Dogma of 
Faith, Extra ecclesiam nulla salus, has been restored to its 
position of preeminence in the Church. It must once again 
be taught in every seminary, be believed by every priest 
and bishop, and be preached from every pulpit in the 
entire world. To bring about this happy condition, it will be 
necessary that the full authority of the Magisterium of the 
Church (the bishops, in union with the Pope) be applied to 
enforce therestoration. It willnot be easy because the dry- 
rot of Liberalism/Modernism has been steadily weaken- 
ing the Church since at least the time of Pope Pius IX, one 
hundred and twenty five years ago! 


Nota Bene: A genuine crusade is not needed to accomplish 
objectives A and B above. One can become holy and help 
others to become holy without engaging in organized war- 
fare, spiritual or otherwise. But objective C is an urgent 
matter requiring intense planning, strategy and action to 
regain something that has been lost to an evil, vicious 
enemy. That is a good description of a real crusade. Never- 
theless, we embrace all three objectives as the goals of our 
Crusade and pursue all three simultaneously. 
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[ Part Four — MEMBERSHIP | 


| what are the types of membership in the Crusade? 


There are two types of membership: Regular and Volunteer. 


A. Regulars are those who join the Slaves of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in one of its three Orders: 


First Order — These are the solemnly professed male 
religious (priests and brothers) who take the vows of 
Poverty, Chastity and Obedience, and live in community 
life under the rule of the Order. 


Second Order — These are the solemnly professed fe- 
male religious (sisters, or nuns) who take the vows of 
Poverty, Chastity and Obedience, and live in community 
life under the rule of the Order. 


Third Order — These are normally the lay people (men 
andwomen, married or single) who make a solemn prom- 
ise of obedience to the leadership of the Crusade. This 
promise is binding only in matters pertaining to the 
conduct of the Crusade. 


7 B. Volunteers are those who, for good reasons of their own, do 
a not choose to join the Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of 
a Mary, but still want to participate in the Crusade. 


1Q| How does one inquire about membership in the First or 
“Second Order as a professed religious? 


He or she should contact the President-Superior of the Order 
by letter or telephone. 
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[Q] what does the term “Third Order” mean? 


In general, Third Orders are associations of the laity spon- 
sored by Religious Orders. They date back to the thirteenth 
century. The members, called tertiaries, donot of necessity live 
in community, but they may wear the habit and share in the 
good works of the parent Order. Living in the world, they strive 
after Christian perfection in a manner which conforms to their 
station in life under the direction and according to the spirit of 
the parent Order. A notable example is that of the Franciscan 
Third Order, begun by St. Francis of Assisi himself. 


Our Third Order members do not live in community, nor do 
they wear our habit. They do, however, observe the basic 
devotional practices required of the professed religious. 


Why does the Crusade need a Third Order? 


We need a Third Order because the task which, we are sure, 
Our Lady has assigned to us is so big, so monumental, it simply 
cannot be accomplished by one, relatively small group of 
Brothers and Sisters alone. Even if our religious community 
were to grow in size to several hundred dedicated souls, it 
would still be “relatively small.” Our Brothers and Sisters will 
always be the heart and soul of this movement we intend to 
build, but it will be lay people who will provide the thousands 
upon thousands of hands and feet and tongues needed to get 
the job done. 


We need to bring back into the Church the concept of, and the 
reality of, a genuine Church Militant. Such an army of laymen 
— devout and well-trained, courageous and well-led — will, 
like Joan of Arc, fight for the Faith under the banner of Jesus 
and Mary. It will not only drive-from the Church those who 
would corrupt it, but will lead-in those who will exalt it. This 
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army will be fresh salt restoring the savor to the Church. 


We need a Third Order to prod and awaken that “sleeping 
giant” — the Catholic Faith — in every country that was once 
a part of Christendom, or whose people once were true Chris- 
tians. It was in these countries that Satan’s modern-day attack 
on the Church took root, and it is in these countries that the 
attack is sustained. The spearhead of the attack has long been 
the secret association of renegade Christians known as Free- 
masonry, whose rapacious victory over the Church in France 
two hundred years ago is now so widely celebrated. 


We needa Third Order especially in North America — specifi- 
cally in the United States — for hereis where the nerve-center 
of Satan’s onslaught against the Church and the world is to be 
found. But, paradoxically, here also is where the grain is most 
ready for harvest, and most easily harvested. Because of its 
position of world leadership, a genuinely Catholic America 
could alter the course of human events drastically. 


Prescinding from whatever Acts of God may be in store for us, 
only an inspired army of Catholic laymen, on the move, can 
bring about all of these magnificent achievements. Are they 
impossible dreams? For man, perhaps! But nevertheless, they 
remain our goals, for, with God, nothing is impossible! 


|Q| Who can join the Third Order? 


Any baptized, practicing Catholic who has reached the age of 
reason can join our Third Order. Children will be enrolled as 
postulants until theyreach the age of 14 atwhich time they may 
be advanced to the novice and tertiary stages as they become 
qualified for each. 


What are the steps of advancement in the Third Order? 
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The Third Order of the Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
uses the same advancement sequence as is practiced by the 
First and Second Orders. The first step is that of Postulant; the 
intermediate step is that of Novice; and the final step is that of 
professed member of the Third Order — Tertiary. 


Postulant — When an individual’s application is accepted, 
he or she becomes a postulant. For a relatively short, but 
unspecified period of time, the postulant undertakes a 
thorough preparation for making, or renewing, the Act of 
Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary as pre- 
scribed by Saint Louis Marie de Montfort. At the same 
time, he becomes familiar with our doctrinal position by 
studying Sister Catherine’s book Gate of Heaven. The 
preparation and study should take about three months. 
When he decides that he is ready — and his immediate 
prefect agrees — he makes, or renews, the Act of Consecra- 
tion, and is advanced to the status of Novice. 


Novice — The new novice now begins a twelve-month 
period of more-intense study and training with two all-im- 
portant goals in mind: to begin a solid spiritual formation 
for himself, and to confirm his decision to join the Crusade 
of Saint Benedict Center: 


Spiritual Formation — A life-long process of spiritual 
growth is begun by first laying a solid foundation of 
habitual prayer, frequent reception of the Sacraments of 
Penance and Holy Eucharist, daily examination of con- 
science, and the living of the Act of Consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. 


The Crusade of Saint Benedict Center — A prescribed 
course of study is undertaken, using books, cassette 


courses, and other aids recommended by the Saint Au- 
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gustine Institute of Catholic Studies. ‘The subject matter 
is the Crusade and its paramount importance at this time 
in the history of the Church. 


The specifics of the training aids to be used by the novice in 
attaining these goals will be provided by the Saint Au- 
gustine Institute. As time passes, more and more of these 
aids will be produced and recommended by the Institute. 


At the end of the twelve-month period the novice is for- 
mally and solemnly professed as a tertiary. 


Tertiary — The individual is now qualified to serve the 
Crusade in a leadership position, if willing and when needed. 
But his or her solemn profession is to be considered as a 
graduation — a “commencement” — at which point a life- 
time of steady spiritual and intellectual growth is just 
beginning. 


As a postulant or novice, the individual is a member of the 
Crusade and should participate in the activities of his Mission 
and Circle of Study. The preparation and study necessary to 
the advancement process should be done apart from those 


activities. 


For those members assigned to the Saint Benedict Center 
Mission, the “immediate Crusade prefect” is the Provincial of 
the area or, lacking one, the Prefect General at headquarters 
in New Hampshire. 


Q| How does one join the Crusade as a Regular in the Third 
=" Order, or as a Volunteer? 


To join the Crusade as a Regular in the Third Order, or as a 
Volunteer, one must complete an “Application for Member- 


32 


ship” form and have it approved by the immediate Crusade 
prefect. 


If the applicant is unaware of the existence of a local Mission 
or field prefectin his area, he should complete the application 
to the best of his ability and forward it directly to headquarters. 


The applicant must indicate clearly on the form whether he 
requests “Regular” or ’Volunteer” membership. 


Each applicant will receive written confirmation of the accep- 
tance of his application, and his name will be added to our 
mailing list if not already on it. 


Applicants for Regular membership will be enrolled as postu- 
lants in the Third Order. They should begin immediately to 
prepare themselves for the Act of Consecration to the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary. 


Applicants for Volunteer membership, since they do not wish 
to become tertiaries, will not be enrolled in the Third Order, 
but they too should begin preparation for the Act of Consecra- 
tion, because they are expected to do everything required of 
Regulars. 


[Q] What devotional practices are required of all Crusade 
- Members? 


We ask every member of the Crusade to observe four particu- 
lar Marian devotional practices: 


A. Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary — 
make it for the first time, or renew it, properly; then live it, 
and renew it formally at least once each year. (Allmembers 
of the Crusade make this formal renewal of their pledge of 
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slavery to the Mother of God on Pentecost Sunday each 
year.) 


B. Brown Scapular of Mount Carmel — wear it with constancy 
and devotion. 


C. Miraculous Medal — wear it with constancy and devotion. 


D. The Rosary — pray at least five decades, one chaplet, daily, 
as Our Lady requested at Fatima. 


Q| Does membership in the Crusade carry with it any finan- 
™' cial commitments? . 


No, it does not. There are no dues or other financial obliga- 
tions. Our greatest concern, by far, and our greatest desire is 
that we be able to inspire every Catholic we can possibly reach 
to join us in this great Crusade. Financial statusis absolutely no 
consideration. 


Yet, we know that we will need some monetary assistance if we 
are going to do everything that we know must be done. There- 
fore, for those who are willing and able, we have begun a 
program which we call... 


A MonTHLy TRIBUTE TO OuR QUEENS CRUSADE 


It is a continuing program of monthly support, has no mini- 
mum amount requirement, and is totally voluntary. We hope 
that, eventually, this program will provide a large-enough 
amount ofsteady, monthly income to enable us to plan produc- 
tion of our publications on a regularly scheduled basis. 


As in the past, we will send out special appeals at Christmas 


and Easter, and on occasion, as were the cases of our Building 
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Fund Drives in late 1987, and early 1989, we may have to make 
a very special appeal for a very special objective. 


| Part Five - CONCLUDING QUESTIONS | 


Is the Order, The Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, a 
valid Order in the Church? 


In answer to this question, let us first recall how Sister Cathe- 
rine answered it in her book, Gate of Heaven, published in 
1951. Here are pertinent extracts from the Epilogue of that 
book: 


Yes, we are a religious community. We are, indeed, a 
religious order — perhaps more technicallyareligious con- 
gregation. Each of us has, by vow, dedicated his life to the 
preservation of the truths of his Holy Faith under the title 
of — Slaves of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 


We live a community life. .. with hours of prayer, hours of 
study, and hours of work. 


We are. . . waiting for the time when we can present our 


Order to the Holy See, as all Orders must eventually be 
presented. 


We are waiting, then, to present our Order to the Holy See, 
to secure the blessing of our Holy Father, and to ask the 
Holy Father to foundation us as a permanent and abiding 
battalion in the army of our Holy Faith.” 


That was the situation in 1951. Except for the secretive, 
underhanded tactics of a few liberal/modernist members of 
the hierarchy who undermined our Order in the 1970s and 
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enticed over one-half of our members into betrayal, it is the 
same today. 


At the present time, we cannot, in good conscience, present 
our Order to the Holy See, or ask to be “regularized.” We have 
learned from sad experience that, were we to do that, the rest 
of the predominantly-liberal hierarchy would only take advan- 
tage of our petition by creating the impression in the public 
mind that we had “recanted,” admitted our “error, “ and that 
the Dogma of Faith — Extra ecclesiam nulla salus — is, indeed, 
a “dead horse,” as our then-Ordinary informed us in 1974. The 
certain result of such a well-intentioned move on our part 
would only be to thicken the fog that already blankets the 
thrice-defined dogma. 7 


We are, then, a legitimate Order, or Congregation in the 
Church, We intend to maintain respectful and friendly rela- 
tions with our Ordinary and with Church authorities in Rome. 
We have positioned ourselves squarely on the solid ground of 
defined doctrine, and will not be moved. We will continue todo 
what we know Our Lady of Fatima wants us to do: challenge 
and attack the liberal/modernist heretics until their strangle- 
hold on the Church is broken. When that victory is won, the 
Church will recover her strength. Then, we will petition the 
Holy Father to “foundation us as a permanent and abiding 
battalion in the army of our Holy Faith,” and take our position 
alongside other battalions of the Church Militant who are 
striving to obey Christ’s command to “teach all nations.” 


1Q| Why, and to what extent do you require obedience to the 
~~ leadership of the Crusade? 


First, let us repeat what we said earlier: First Order and Second 


Order members take solemn vows of Poverty, Chastity and 
Obedience. Third Order members and Volunteers are re- 
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quired to make a solemn promise of obedience, but only in 
matters which concern the Crusade. 


The Crusade in which we are involved is awar — nota shooting 
war in which man must kill man, but a spiritual war in which 
truth must kill error. We are building an army to better fight 
that war. The discipline of obedience is essential to the success 
of any army. Therefore, we require obedience. 


Where does this obedience begin and end? We will put it this 
way: if any member of the Crusade wants to do something on 
behalf of the Crusade — something not included in the current 
projects requested by headquarters — he should be sure to get 
the permission of his immediate prefect before proceeding 
with it. In turn, prefects should consult with their Provincial on 
the propriety of the proposed action. 


Does the Crusade have members who are Official spokes- 
men or representatives? 


In due time, the Crusade will have members who are desig- 
nated as “Official Spokesmen,” qualified to represent and 


speak for the Crusade before the hierarchy, the clergy and the 
media. 


Members should not assume this qualification for themselves 
and are strictly enjoined from doing so. They are free to do as 
they wish as individuals, but should never claim to represent 
the Crusade unless they are designated to do so by the Presi- 
dent-Superior of the Order. This applies to all members 
regardless of leadership position in the Crusade. 


(Q} Can Secular Priests join the Crusade? 


A Yes. Secular Priests can join the Crusade as Regulars (First or 
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Third Order members) or as Volunteers. Priests who are 
interested in joining should contact the President-Superior at 
headquarters in New Hampshire. 


(| Can membership in the Crusade, or the Third Order, ever 


Any member of the Crusade or the Third Order can terminate 
his membership at any time by submitting his resignation in 
writing to the President-Superior. 


Any member of the Crusade or Third Order whose conduct 
causes grave scandal to the Crusade, or who deliberately 
obstructs the work of the Crusade, may suffer revocation of his 
membership by the President-Superior of the Order. 


A Closing Message from 


Brother Francis. . . 


Dear Reader: 


This little handbook is the work of a small group of laymen, 
all members of our Third Order, who, working with the 
professed Brothers of our First Order, have spent many, 
many hours composing it, and have had many conferences 
with me along the way. I am delighted with this first edition, 
and am encouraged — even excited — by the prospect of 


finally being able to witness a dynamic growth of our Third 
Order and our Crusade. 


We are venturing into an area which is new to us — organ- 
izational planning. Therefore, there very well may be some 
things in this handbook which later experience will tell us 

should be changed. If so, the changes will then be made. In 


the meantime, we will welcome any constructive suggestions 
you may have. 


* oF ck & & 


But I do not write these lines intending to dwell on technical 
matters. Rather, it is my purpose here to present the reader 
with a challenge, a challenge to become actively involved in 


the greatest war thus far in the history of the Church and the 
world. Let me explain: 


The Catholic Church is entrusted with the exclusive message 
of salvation, but in our day fails to use it. We believe that in 


many ways this explains why the Church seemingly has 
grown weak in this twentieth century. Indeed, since Vatican 


I, her salvific message appears to have been almost entirely 
forgotten. 
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So much has it been forgotten that the Holy Father, at the 
conclusion of the four day meeting in March, 1989 with the 
35 archbishops who represented the American hierarchy, 
found it necessary to remind the assembled Excellencies of 
this basic truth in these pointed uncomplicated words: 


‘We are the guardians of something given, and given to 
the Church universal; something which is not the result of 
reflection, however competent, on cultural and social 
questions of the day, and is not merely the best path 
among many, but the one and only path to salvation.” 


The tragic truth is that the Church is now losing her battle 
against every evil force and false teaching. And this is hap- 
pening entirely through default. Under the cancerous phi- 
losophies of those twin heresies condemned by Pope Saint 
Pius X called “Catholic Liberalism” and “Modernism,” 
which have come to dominate ecclesiastical thinking, the 
Church Militant rapidly is becoming a Church Dormant. 


The apostolic zeal that for two thousand years was the mark 


of Catholicism, as witnessed by literally millions of martyrs 


and saints, has been abandoned in favor of spiritual compla- 


cency. All of this loss of militancy and zeal on the part of 
individual Catholics, all of this collapse of her perennial 


vigilance against heresy on the part of the Church, is attrib- 


utable to one thing only: the voluntary forfeiture by the 
Church of her key Dogma of Faith. Pope John Paul II 


alluded to this recently when he told a friend of ours: “The 
spearpoint of Satan’s attack against the Catholic Church is 


directed at the doctrine Extra ecclesiam nulla salus.” 


Put simply, the One True Faith, unchangeable and ab- 
solute in all its articles, is no longer upheld “whole and 
undefiled,” as commanded in the Athanasian Creed. 
Asaresult, the world is sinking into faithlessness. And 
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into this faithless void is rushing all manner of error 


Where, then, is one to turn for direction? Consider. for in- 
stance, the vast number of Catholic newspapers and maga- 
zines published in the United States. Not one of them : 
presents the fullness of that most powerful message which 
the enemies of the Church fear so much. In fact, most 
diocesan papers give ample space in every issue to lay and 
priest columnists who do nothing but heap scorn on the 
beliefs an traditions of our Holy Faith. These papers con- 
cern themselves with purely social and political issues, and 
neglect the infinitely greater spiritual needs of souls. 


Fven the more conservative and traditionalist publishers of 
the Catholic press, we are sorry to say, leave much to be 
desired. Many of their publications can best be categorized 
as editorial “wailing walls.” They imprudently publicize 
every available bit of disheartening news, showing nothin 
ite scandal and deterioration within the Church, and ce 
me ae lead the faithful more and more deeply into blind 


And then there are other publications of more reputable 
distinction which still fall critically short in understandin 

the real causes behind the abandonment of fru onel 
traditions. Consequently, we are forced to conclude that the 
Catholic press, as it exists today, offers no realistic solutions 
to the problems that now plague the Church. 


The Church will never overcome her diabolical ene- 
mies or the spread of those wicked errors that are 
leading souls into hell by the millions until her power- 
ful message of the One True Faith, “outside of which 
there is absolutely no salvation,” is loudly and confi- 
dently proclaimed “from the housetops” once again. 


This has been a goal of the Crusade of Saint Benedict 
Center from the very beginning. 


So now, dear reader, I present you with a Challenge — the 
greatest challenge of our times! 


Since 1940, we of Saint Benedict Center have devoted our 
lives to studying and propagating the Holy Catholic Faith. 
Since 1950, we have continually traveled throughout the 
entire United States, distributing doctrinal and devotional 
literature and sowing the seeds of the Faith among tens of 
millions of Americans. For you see, our determined ambi- 
tion always has been the same as it was for Saint Patrick in 
Ireland, Saint Augustine in England, and Saint Boniface in 
Germany — very simply, we want to convert America to 
Catholicism. 


How do we intend to do this? In general, by broadening the 
work and expanding the reach of our Crusade. Saint Philip 
Neri said that with only ten pure hearts he could convert the 
world. Surely, then, it is possible to convert one country. 
And no one today could be more convinced of this than 
ourselves, for we have talked to so many millions in every 
major American city. 


We begin, therefore, by inviting you and the thousands of 
other faithful Catholics who can be found in every city, town 
or hamlet of this great nation, to become members of the 
Crusade of Saint Benedict Center. You will thus accept the 
challenge which Our Lady of Fatima has so clearly placed 
before all of us and, at the same time, share in the abundant 
blessings which will come from pursuing so worthy a goal. 
Now, we are not asking that anyone make enormous per- 
sonal sacrifices or dedicate his life to apostolic work. On the 
contrary, it will require remarkably little to become a part of 
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this rewarding Crusade. We simply want to help American 
Catholics to do two things: first, to become reservoirs of the 
Faith themselves by experiencing the joys of exploring its in- 
exhaustible treasures, so long undiscovered in modern 
times; and second, to reach out to their non-Catholic rela- 
tives, friends and neighbors and invite them to participate in 
the same joys. We firmly believe that no Catholic can truly 


love his Faith, or effectively explain and defend it, unless he 
first understands it properly. 


My dear friend, we have a nation to conquer for Our Lord, 


God and Savior — Jesus Christ, and for His Most Holy 
Mother! 


We earnestly invite you to join us in this holy and tremen- 
dous undertaking! 


Sincerely, in the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, 


Brother Francis, MICM 


